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Cherry Hill Special Education PTA

45 Ranoldo Terrace

Malberg Administration Building

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
October 29, 2007
Cherry Hill Public Schools

45 Ranoldo Terrace

Cherry Hill, NJ  08034

Attn:  Ms Israela Franklin, Director of Special Education

Dear Ms. Franklin,

As you are aware, during our recent Parent’s Forum (October 18, 2007), the question arose regarding two school locations (one at Knight and one at Kilmer) identified as “Quiet Rooms.”  

One of these locations was accurately described as a converted storage closet that had been padded on the walls with gym mats, and another was understood to be a larger and more appropriate space for children. 

During the answer portion of the Parent’s Forum, Jim Gallagher stated that the rooms were used when children were in the midst of a “meltdown” and would benefit from being removed from their educational setting to recompose themselves.  Discussion followed regarding the issue of using “aversive” techniques to remedy behavioral problems, and whether they were ever appropriate, especially for special needs children.

The issue of the Quiet Rooms has since been discussed in the public domain, and I understand that one or more meetings have been convened by the District to address the issue.

SEPTA wishes you to understand that we do not accept that converted storage spaces are ever an acceptable environment to take a child, regardless of their development or 

emotional state.  Whatever environment a child is removed to should be equally conducive to the child’s ability to learn and prosper, as the environment they left; that presupposes the amount of space allotted, lighting, ventilation, child safety issues, etc.   

Because there are so many issues to address involving this matter, we are requesting that the District and SEPTA meet in the very near future and collaborate to produce District policy governing the use of such and any future “Quiet Rooms.”  Issues to be considered should include (but are not limited to):

· How many Quiet Rooms are in District?  Where are they?

· Who determines when a child is removed to a Quiet Room?  What are the criteria?  
· What is the goal of taking a child to a Quiet Room?

· How is the child taken there?  How is it documented?  Who maintains that documentation?  

· Who takes the child to the Quiet Room?  Who stays with the child?  Who remains in the classroom?

· What activities or interventions are done in the Quiet Room?

· Who determines when the child returns?  What is the criteria for that? 

· Are parents notified when this occurs?  Is the use of Quiet Rooms an element of a behavioral plan?  Are they included in the child’s IEP?
· What is an appropriate Quiet Room environment?

SEPTA urges you and the District to take timely, concrete measures to address these issues, and we are more than willing to assist, contribute to, and to facilitate the creation of such policy.

Please contact me regarding how we can assist in this matter,

Sincerely,

Bob Bourbon

President

CHSEPTA 
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